
 

Home Owner Maintenance Guide 

A home is a substantial investment. Protecting this investment with regular care and maintenance 

is critical to proper functioning and continued upkeep.  That is why Streamline Developers has 

created this list of Home Maintenance Tips to assist you in this endeavor.  If you have any 

questions or need additional assistance, please contact your Advanced Home Consultant.  This 

guide is intended for recommended maintenance of your new home. It is not all inclusive but 

covers many items you may not think of.  

Air filters: you will have several air returns with filters which can be of various sizes.  Replace 

monthly.  

Brick and Stone: Occasionally a white powdery substance may appear on masonry.  This water-

soluble salt is known as efflorescence and is caused by alkali salts bleeding out of the brick or 

block.  This is a normal occurrence. While efflorescence can be removed, it will usually 

disappear over time.  You may clean the masonry with water and a stiff brush. However, avoid 

spraying water directly onto your home’s exterior because excessive exposure can cause 

permanent damage to masonry as well as other exteriors.  If you notice that the mortar is 

crumbling, call a professional masonry contractor for repairs.  Do not allow ivy or any other 

ground cover to grow on brick or stone walls. The tentacle-like roots of the ivy will work their 

way into tiny masonry cracks, promoting deterioration.  

Cabinets: Think of your kitchen and bathroom cabinets as fine furniture.  You can keep them 

looking their best and preserve the rich wood grain with products such as lemon oil, Liquid Gold 

and Old English Furniture Polish.  Washing stained cabinets with water or cleaning with a 

paraffin-based spray wax could damage the luster of the finish.  You can touch up minor 

scratches on stained cabinets with a wood-tone touch up crayon left behind by the cabinet 

vender.  

Painted cabinets can be cleaned with a mild detergent on a damp soft cloth.  

Carpet:  Refer to manufacturer’s recommendations on the care for your carpet.  It is 

recommended that you have your carpet professionally cleaned at least annually to lengthen its 

life. When moving furniture, lift rather than push. Pushing may stretch the carpet and cause 

“bubbles” to appear.  

Caulk: Properly installed caulking will shrink over time.  You are responsible for maintaining 

the proper caulking for the life of your home.  Twice a year you should inspect and repair the 

following caulked areas using the appropriate type of caulk.  



• Kitchen and bath wet area 

• Flushing areas 

• Around all external penetrations (hose faucets, duct work from vents, fireplace and 

chimney vents) 

• All siding  

• Interior settling or shrinkage sheetrock cracks 

  

Concrete: Because concrete is hard and rigid it will crack.  If you repair cracks in a timely 

fashion with a waterproof concrete caulk, it will prevent moisture from penetrating to the soil 

below.  Do not expect the caulk to be a perfect color match with your concrete.  

 

Cultured Marble:  Cultured marble products are made of a mixture of crushed marble and high 

strength polyester resins, molded and polished to form a strong durable finish.  While they are 

durable, they are not heat, scratch or stain proof.  These counter tops are much like natural 

marble and must be cared for properly.  Use only mild liquid cleansers on a soft sponge to clean 

your cultured marble counter tops.  Do not use any type of abrasive cleanser as it will cause 

scratching and dulling.  Use a good spray or paste wax to maintain a shine.  

 

Decks: Most decks are made from pressure-treated wood which appears greenish or yellowish in 

color when new, but soon turns a silver gray color when exposed to the elements.  This is a 

natural process of pressure-treated wood.  It is the homeowner’s responsibility to take the 

initiative to protect your deck from the elements.  Check with a professional as to which 

waterproof sealant will work best on your deck.  It is recommended you wait four to six months 

to seal a new deck in order to allow time for the wood to cure.  Thereafter, seal your deck early 

in the spring for the best results.  

 

Dryer Vent:  Clean dryer vent duct to remove any lint annually.  

 

Exterior Drainage: Check the exterior drainage conditions quarterly to ensure that nothing is 

causing water to stand in puddles for more than 24 hours, and that water from any source is not 

draining toward your foundation.  Fill dirt in areas that have settled.  

Faucet Aerators: The aerator is located at the mouth of the faucet. If the water flow is reduced 

at the faucet, it is likely that the aerator is clogged.  Simply unscrew the aerator, rinse it and its 

parts and replace in the sequence you removed it.  Inspect for plumbing leaks annually.  

Fire Extinguishers:  Inspect or have your home fire extinguishers tested annually.  

Test the child safety sensor.  

Garbage Disposal: Clean and sharpen your garbage disposal by running a tray of ice cubes and 

depositing a cleaning (foaming) product into the disposal annually.  If the garbage disposal is 

overloaded and turns off.  Wait three minutes, and then push the reset button located on the 

bottom of the unit. If there is an item jammed in the unit, used the wrench that comes with the 

unit to turn the blades in revers from the underside of the unit.  



GFCI: Check your GFCIs (ground fault circuit interrupters) on a quarterly basis for proper 

operations by tripping the circuit interrupter buttons and then resetting them.  If they will not trip 

and reset contact your Advanced Home Consultant for warrantee service or information on what 

to do.  

Grout:  Grout between your tiles may crack and loosen due to normal conditions.  You may 

correct these problems with a silicone caulk. Follow the manufacturer’s directions for 

application.  This is also a great solution to correction separations between tiles and the tub or 

wood trim and should be remedied as soon as possible to prevent water from seeping into the 

subfloor below.  

Gutters:  Clean and repair gutters on a seasonal basis.  Make sure gutters are free of materials 

that could prevent free flow of water.  Make sure you have splash deflectors at the base of the 

downspout to deflect water away from the home.   

Hardwood Floors: Refer to your manufacturer’s recommendations for proper care of your 

hardwood floors. Remember, preventive maintenance is the primary goal.  Use floor protectors 

on furniture legs to avoid scratches and indentations.  Use extreme caution when moving 

furniture.  

HVAC: Every 6 months inspect and service your heat pump depending on the season.  

Interior Doors:  Sticking is a result of too much moisture in the wood from excessive humidity 

in the house, which causes natural expansion of lumber.  If you find that a door is sticking, fold a 

piece of sand paper around a wooden block and sand the edge that binds.  Always paint, varnish 

or seal the edge after sanding.  Keep pocket and sliding doors from sticking by keeping the tracks 

free of dirt and debris. As needed, lubricate tracks with a silicone spray for smooth operation.  

Landscape: As noted in your home warrantee you received a healthy lawn and decorative 

landscape plants.  It is your responsibility to maintain them and keep them alive.  Check with 

your local lawn and garden center for suggestions on watering schedules as well as fertilizer for 

the grass, shrubs and trees.   

Refrigerator and Freezer: Vacuum the coils behind your refrigerator and freezer on an annual 

basis.  

Sinks: Run water through all sinks monthly that are not used on a regular basis. 

Shower Valves:  Run water through all shower valves monthly that are not used on a regular 

basis. This helps keep the gaskets from drying out.  

Smoke/Fire Alarms: Replace smoke alarm batteries annually or when the device indicates a 

battery change is needed.  

Toilets: Flush all toilets on a monthly basis that are not used on a regular basis.  Do not use any 

kind of drop-in continual cleaner.  They will damage the plastic parts in the tank.  



Vents: Inspect, lubricate and clean all of your exterior vents on a quarterly basis.  Make sure that 

air flows freely and that each has an operable damper to prevent back flow of outside air and to 

keep small animals from entering your home.  

Water Heater: Drain and refill your hot water heater(s) on an annual basis.  This may be 

necessary on a more frequent basis if you have extremely hard water.  Also inspect and test your 

hot water heater safety valve.  

Weather Stripping:  Inspect and repair or replace weather stripping on exterior doors as 

necessary.  

Windows: Inspect and clean all weep holes for water drainage quarterly.  

 

 

 


